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RAILROAD OPERATIONS CRITICIZED

TRACK REPAIR LAGS ON KUYBYSHEV SYSTEM -- Gudok, No 137, 16 Nov 49

Ag of 10 November only 63.4 percent of the year plam for capital repair
of track on the Kuybyskev Railroad System had been campleted, and only 56.5
percent of the year plan for medium repair had been finished. At a network-
wide meoting at the begimning of September the administrators of the Kuybyshev
System were reminied of their perscnal responsibility toward ths completion
of thess plans shead of scheduls. The system administration immediately began
to get requests for inspection of repair projecte, and much pcorly repaired
track was approved. One 7.2-kilometer section of track, the 665th to 671st
klometers on the Pachelmskly subsection, vas approved in spite of the fact
that 1t had poorly duilt-up curves, .Joints not fastencd against creeping,
large gaps at butts, crooked places, imsufficient bolts *u fishplates, half-
empty dailast pockets, etc. One kilmmeter of the mection bhad a point rating
of over 1,000. Under pressure from the Ministry of Transportation, the system
administration inspected the section and decided to put off some of the work
8till to be dome until 1950,

SCORES LABGR CONDITIONS -- Gudck, No 125, 19 Oct k9

An Inspection by the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unicne has .
siown that on some raiiroad systems the ruies for safety are being broksn and
lator leglslation 1s not t9ing followed, The Ministry of Transportatiomn, the
separate heads of the min administrations, the heads of the railrced okrugs
and systems, and the heads of lins organizations are not maintaining a siriot
obsorvance of the rules. The directives of the Ministry of Transportation ars
carried out poorly, and concrete meesures in regard to safety required by these
directives are implemented exceedingly slowly, The Azerbaydzhan, Southsastern,
Northern, Pechara, and South Dansts railyoed systems are poorly utilizing funds
appropriated for labor protection. Locomotive and train crews un many systems
bave not been put om & normel work aystem. On ecme systems work without pay is
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11legaliy done on Surdays and noxworking hours. Sidorenko, head of ths Amur " : »
Railrcad System, introducsd work without pey iuring nomworking daye. The wages EI

which the workers should have received wers depoaited in the fund for Yimprove -

msnt of sanitary comditions.” :

" The Cemtral Committes of the Bailroal Warkers' Union is not glving the
AP

necessary attention to gucstivas of labor proteciion and safety. The secretariat el e
of the 2]1l-Union Central Council of Trile Unicns has called the attention of i e
the Minfatry &f Tranaportaticn to the unsatisfactory conditicn of labor motaction ’ G
and gafoty and rogusstsd Hinlster of Transportation Bashchey to take decisive F
measures, '

»

LEININGRAD SYSTEM LCSES REVENIB -- Cudok, Ko 130, 30 Oct Ly

luriag the first half of 1949 the Loningrad Railroamd System lost 3,630, 000
rubles of revenus through failure to charge clients for the full distance
travoled by their shipments rather than by the shoriest distance possible,
Freignt chargee are usually computed by the shortest distance to be traveled
by the shipmeata, Y¥or various reasous, hoversr, 1t 1s not always possible to
carry the shipment by the shortest route, resulting in a smell difference of
1-2 parcent betwssn the ton-kilometers paid for emd the actual con-k{lameters L
affected. Howsver, on the Leningrad System this difference ig far above the -
planned amoumt,

Ths fundamontal reason for the losses of revenue resulting from this ex-
cegslve difference is the incorrect mking up of train papers. Contrary to
the rules, temporary lengthening of the routes on many lines is not taken into
consideration vhen the freight charges are computéd. Some lines of the Lenin-
gred System are temporarily closed, but the ton-kilometer charges are calculated
without taking into account the extra distance that the freight must be carried,
This costs the system up to 2 million rubles pPoY year.,

Station worksrs of the systems fail to compute the actuai shortest distance
rether than the theoretically shortest distance,

To complicats the picture, many trains are dslivered from other railrcad
systems, in particular from the Kalinin System, with train papers showing a
train welight lower than it actually is, Also, in many stations, especially
Gatchinm, Iuga, and Batetskaya, there is improper routing of trains,

REPORTS KAZAN® SYSTEM SHORTCOMINGS -- Gudok, No 128, 26 Oct 49

Many enterprises of the Kezan' Railroad System are not meeting thei
assignments, Iayover of freight cars is much above the nom in tho stations
of Yudino, Murom, and Arzamas. The stations of Kanash, Sergach, and Kraenyy
Uzel are hindering the achievement of daily runs of 500 Idlometers on the
system. Delay of trains on the epproaches to the stations 1s given as the chief
reason for the curtailment of long daily locamotive runs and the inefficisnt
utilization of rolling stock.
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